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•	 Assess Budget
•	 Research neighborhoods
•	 Determine must-haves in a 

home
•	 Cease large spending
•	 Assess financial situation and 

credit score
•	 Meet with lender
•	 Understand loan options
•	 Obtain pre-approval for a 

mortgage
•	 Secure financing
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H •	 Interview and settle on a real 

estate agent
•	 Tour homes online
•	 Attend open houses and 

schedule viewings
•	 Make offers on desired 

properties
•	 Negotiate with sellers
•	 Sign contract
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SE •	 Schedule and conduct home 
inspection

•	 Review inspection results and 
negotiate repairs if necessary

•	 Lender will order appraisal
•	 Finalize loan application and 

submit required documents
•	 Underwriting process
•	 Review Closing Disclosure (at 

least 3 days before closing)
•	 Conduct final walk-through (1 

day before closing)

C
LO

SI
N

G
 &

 
BE

YO
N

D

•	 Attend closing to sign 
paperwork

•	 Pay closing costs
•	 Receive keys
•	 Move In and Enjoy
•	 Change address with USPS
•	 Set up utilities
•	 File Homestead Exemption(s)

INTERVIEW & HIRE A REALTOR
7-14 Days

MOVING
7-14 Days

COMPLETE HOME INSPECTION & NEGOTIATE REPAIRS
7-14 Days

LENDER TO SCHEDULE APPRAISAL
7-14 Days

TITLE SEARCH & INSURANCE
7-14 Days

ASSESS BUDGET, RESEARCH NEIGHBORHOODS & MUST-HAVES IN A HOME
30 Days

MEET WITH LENDER & OBTAIN PRE-APPROVAL
7-30 Days

SECURE FINANCING
14-28 Days

DEPOSIT EARNEST MONEY
1-3 Days

FINAL WALK-THRU TO 
ENSURE ALL REPAIRS MADE
1-3 Days

CLOSING
1 Day

LOAN PROCESSING & 
UNDERWRITING

14-30 Days

MAKE OFFER, NEGOTIATE, SIGN CONTRACT
1-7 Days

TOUR HOMES ONLINE & OFFLINE
1-90 Days

A Homebuyer’s Timeline
PattenTitle.com

Timing the home buying process involves several key phases, beginning with pre-approval for a mortgage and ending with closing. Each step 
requires careful timing and planning to ensure a smooth transaction. The entire process typically takes about 4.5 months to find a home and an 
additional 30-45 days to close, though individual experiences may vary. Remember, patience and flexibility are key as you navigate this exciting 
journey to homeownership. Enjoy the journey to homeownership! 

Additional Resources to Support Your Journey

BUYER APPT 
CHECKLIST

Cover all pertinent 
questions to ensure the 
best representation.

HOMEBUYING 
SCORECARD

Give your buyer(s) a tool to 
quickly evaluate properties 
they have toured.

HOMEBUYER'S
GUIDE

A helpful guide to prepare 
your buyer(s) for the in-
depth process.

BENEFITS OF 
USING REALTOR

The top 10 reasons why a 
good agent is vital when 
buying a property.

https://pattentitle.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/BuyerConsultation_Checklist.pdf
https://pattentitle.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/BuyerConsultation_Checklist.pdf
https://pattentitle.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/HomebuyerScorecard.pdf
https://pattentitle.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/HomebuyerScorecard.pdf
https://pattentitle.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/DIGITAL_BuyerGuide.pdf
https://pattentitle.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/DIGITAL_BuyerGuide.pdf
https://pattentitle.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/BenefitsOfUsingARealtor_Buyer.pdf
https://pattentitle.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/BenefitsOfUsingARealtor_Buyer.pdf

