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Every year, millions of people

purchase a home. If you plan on
being one of them this holiday
season, now is the perfect time to
start planning how you'll create new
traditions for you and your family.

Whether it's your very first home or
you are making the move to a new
and more dynamic space, there are
plenty of great ways to bring some
holiday cheer to your residence.

Here are a few traditions to explore
after you've made it beyond the

closing table.
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START WITH DECORATING YOUR
NEW SPACE

One of the easiest and most enjoyable ways to start new
traditions in your home involves decorating. You have a fresh
canvas to reimagine your holiday decor. Maybe your old
decorations no longer fit the layout of your new home, or you
simply tossed them before the move to save yourself some
headache. Either way, now'’s a great time to experiment.

Consider adding things like garlands, wreaths, or even

a themed color scheme. If your home has a fireplace

or staircase, highlight these areas with stockings and
twinkling lights. If you are an early decorator, grab a
pumpkin from a local farm and add it to your assortment
of decor. After all, there are still a few months until the
winter holiday season is in full swing.

HOST A HOUSEWARMING PARTY

Your first holiday season in a new home is a great time
to blend a traditional housewarming with holiday cheer. If
you've recently moved into a house with a lot more space,
put all of that extra room to use. Invite friends and family
to celebrate the achievement with you in a holiday-themed
gathering. This is also a great opportunity to introduce
yourself to your new neighbors and is a great ice-breaker.

Make the party your own. You can ask everyone to dress
formally or go for a sillier approach that features Christmas
pajamas and hot cocoa. It's your home, so plan a party that
you and your guests will love.

CREATE A MEMORY CORNER

A fun way to honor past traditions while embracing your new
space involves creating a holiday memory corner. Use this
space to display mementos from previous celebrations, like
special ornaments and keepsakes. Over time, this corner can
evolve to include new memories you make in the home.

Add something special every year. It could be something
as simple as a framed picture or a handmade ornament one
of your children created for you. A memory corner helps
visualize how your traditions and family have grown over
the years.

ADAPT OLD TRADITIONS TO
NEW SPACES

Moving into a new home can be a perfect time for a fresh
start. That doesn’t mean you can’t bring some of your
favorite holiday traditions to your new space. Fifty-five
percent of Americans consider a Christmas tree as their
most important festive decoration. If that's your thing, grab
a fresh tree and find the perfect spot for it in your home.

Some other tried-and-true traditions include seeing friends
and family, decorating your house, baking your favorite
holiday treats, and watching classic holiday movies.
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EXPLORE YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Many neighborhoods around Texas have their own holiday
traditions. Some communities decorate every house with
Christmas lights and festive displays. Others may have a
community tree-lighting ceremony or caroling.

Find out whether your new neighborhood offers any
holiday events, and if it does, sign up. These traditions
provide a great chance to get to know your neighbors and
integrate into the community.

INCORPORATE LOCAL FLAVOR
INTO YOUR CELEBRATIONS

If you've moved to a new region or city, consider working local
holiday customs into your family’s celebrations. Let's say the
place you moved to has a special holiday food or drink that's
a big hit among the locals. Try making it a part of your holiday
meal and see what your family members think about it.

You could also attend regional festivals to learn more about
the local culture. Make sure to support local businesses
while you are visiting booths and checking out exhibits.
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MAKE NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS
TOGETHER

Starting a new year in a new home can be an especially
meaningful time for reflection and goal-setting. Consider
making a family tradition out of creating New Year's
resolutions together. You can focus on family projects

or personal goals. You may even want to make home
improvement plans part of your resolution.

For instance, maybe you bought your home with the
intent of remodeling the kitchen in the new year. Make
that part of your list of resolutions and encourage every
member of the family to take the lead on different tasks.

If you have younger children, they could volunteer to help you
pick out new paint or cabinet handles. Older children may be
up for bigger jobs like helping you remove the old flooring.
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