
How bright are the stars in Texas? They’re so big and bright that June Hershey wrote a song about them. 

But you don’t have to be deep in the heart of Texas to see all the stars in the sky. With so much space free 
of light pollution that makes it hard to see great constellations, the Lone Star State makes it easy to be a 
professional astronomer or a novice stargazer.

Patten Title is happy to help new star watchers as they learn the trade and find places across the state to 
consider for their stargazing pleasure.
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STARGAZING TIPS
FIND THE RIGHT APPS
If you are new to searching for constellations, Star 
Walk 2 is a free app that allows you to identify stars 
and constellations just by pointing your phone. This 
app will take the guesswork out of wondering which 
stars you’ve found and provide you with a guide to 
help find the most popular stars and constellations.

INVEST IN GOOD BINOCULARS OR A TELESCOPE
High-quality binoculars will allow you to gaze deep 
into the sky. With a good set of regular binoculars, 
you can observe the moon’s craters. For a deeper 
dive into the nighttime sky, a telescope helps you 
see planets, galaxies, and nebulae. 

 

CHOOSE THE BEST SEASON
Because the nights are longer and clearer in the 
winter, the best time to see stars is December-
March. However, the downside is the unpredictable 
weather. While summer is warmer, you’ll usually 
compete with mosquitoes and other nighttime pests.

SCOUT OUT THE WEATHER
Look ahead for a clear night. This might mean 
checking the weather app on your phone or 
heading to a website like AccuWeather that creates 
astronomy weather forecasts by area. 

LOOK FOR THE RIGHT SITE
Talk to your local astronomy club about the best 
place to set up for the night, or check out our list 
below. The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department also 
maintains a list of Dark Skies Sites across the state.

more...

https://www.austinchronicle.com/music/2003-11-28/188122/
https://starwalk.space/en
https://starwalk.space/en
https://www.space.com/26021-best-binoculars.html
https://www.space.com/15693-telescopes-beginners-telescope-reviews-buying-guide.html
https://www.accuweather.com/en/space-news/the-best-weather-for-stargazing/693840
https://tpwd.texas.gov/spdest/programs/dark_skies/


Top locations for stargazing in Texas
BIG BEND RANCH STATE PARK is northwest of Big 
Bend State Park on the border. It was certified as a 
dark park in 2017 and frequently organizes stargazing 
events. Biking, cycling, hiking, and exploring the 
massive piece of land are other activities. 

BIG BEND STATE PARK is one of the least polluted 
state parks in the country because it has so few 
visitors. It was designated as a certified dark park in 
2012, and there isn’t a bad spot to look at the stars. 
The Chisos Mountains offer a spectacular backdrop 
for taking photographs.

BRAZOS BEND STATE PARK is a great state park near 
Houston to check out the stars. You can get a bird's 
eye view of the stars with the telescope in George 
Observatory. The observatory, which is part of the 
Houston Museum of Natural Science, is only open on 
Saturday nights and advance tickets are required.

CANYON OF THE EAGLES RESORT is located by 
Lake Buchanan and boasts 29 telescope stations for 
visitors to set up. The Austin Astrological Society 
meets there weekly, and the Eagle Eye Observatory is 
open for guests year-round.

DAVY CROCKETT NATIONAL FOREST is filled with 
trees, which help block light pollution and create 
better views for stargazers. Since it’s about two hours 
from any big city, the skies are almost always dark.

ENCHANTED STATE PARK is designated as a Dark 
Park, and it offers a great view of the Milky Way. 
Check out the calendar of events for mini star parties, 
night hikes and more.

INKS LAKE STATE PARK is just an hour from Austin 
and holds starry night parties and hikes around Inks 
Lake. Consider this location as a great place to go 
camping with a group of like-minded stargazers.

MATAGORDA ISLAND has 38 miles of pristine 
shoreline and bay line marshes. The only way to get 
to Matagorda is by a private boat or ferry, but the 
rugged, solitary beauty of the island makes it a great 
place to stargaze. Night hikes are regular events 
during a full moon.

MCDONALD OBSERVATORY is part of the astronomy 
department at the University of Texas. The staff hosts 
daily tours, weekly stargazing parties and special 
viewing nights with some high-powered telescopes. 
This is an excellent place for families to see the stars 
and learn about them from in-depth from experts.

PALO DURO CANYON STATE PARK near Amarillo 
hosts regular moon hikes year-round. Families that are 
new to camping can enhance their experience with a 
night or two in one of the park’s “glamping” tents.

https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/big-bend-ranch
https://spacetourismguide.com/big-bend-stargazing/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/brazos-bend
http://www.hmns.org/george-observatory/admission/
https://canyonoftheeagles.com/
https://austinastro.org/
https://canyonoftheeagles.com/attractions/#eagle-eye-observatory
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/texas/about-forest/districts/?cid=fswdev3_008441
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/enchanted-rock
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/enchanted-rock/more-info/dark-skies
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/enchanted-rock/more-info/dark-skies
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/enchanted-rock/park_events
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/inks-lake
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/hunt/wma/find_a_wma/list/?id=48
https://tpwd.texas.gov/calendar/?calpage=s0117
https://mcdonaldobservatory.org/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/palo-duro-canyon
https://www.paloduroglamping.com/

